decades, and that the Court has accommodated (and justified) these different ideas through its focus on democratic pluralism rather than religious pluralism. This position can be traced back to the 1993 Kokkinakis v. Greece judgment which laid out the Court's first position on religious freedom. It insisted that freedom of religion must be protected because it constitutes an essential tenant of democracy and pluralism. The Court, however, did not mention religious pluralism, even though it would have been logical to do so given the context of the decision. Instead, the Court celebrated democratic pluralism, meaning a pluralism of ideas and convictions, at the service of democracy.2 This is not to say that the European Court does not uphold religious freedom as a fundamental value. In Kokkinakis, as in subsequent judgments regarding Article 9 of the European Convention on Human Rights (echr), the Court has consistently embraced religious freedom as a core European value, arguing that religious freedom must be safeguarded, not only for the sake of the believers but also because it is equally important for non-believers: freedom of religion and conscience and thought is an asset for all. It is on this basis that the individual and collective rights of a variety of religious groups, minorities and individual believers have frequently been protected,3 and the autonomy of Churches against State interference recognized,4 including with regard to their leadership or in the context of schisms and internal conflicts:5 'The autonomous existence of religious groups is indispensable for pluralism in a democratic society and is thus an issue at the very heart of the protection which Article 9 affords ' .6 But under the Kokkinakis doctrine, the Court does not attribute to the State a particularly pro-active function as far as religious freedom is concerned, and very little with regard to religious pluralism. Rather, the Court insists on the State acting in a "neutral" and "impartial" fashion with regard to the truth or legitimacy of beliefs held7 and on ensuring mutual tolerance between competing groups: 'Accordingly, the role of the authorities in such circumstances is
